
Newsletter 

NBTA London  

For the community and rights of boat dwellers 

Spring 2020 

https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/                        nbtalondon@gmail.com 

In the first half of 2018, Canal and River Trust 

(CRT) and Islington Borough Council (IBC) 

announced their intention to introduce  “eco” 

moorings either side of the Islington Tunnel on 

the Regent’s Canal. Despite CRT and IBC both 

admitting that boaters had a negligible effect on 

emissions compared with the hundreds of 

thousands cars, lorries and buses which pass 

nearby every month, this did not stop them from 

proposing the banning of generators & engine 

running  and, after a 2 year trial period, the 

banning of burning even smokeless fuels.  

While Paul Convery, a Caledonian ward 

councillor and mouthpiece for anti boater feeling 

in the area, saw the scheme as addressing the 

specific concerns of canalside residents, the 

council and CRT were soon presenting the 

scheme as a “pilot”, although for what exactly 

they seemed unsure or unwilling to say. 

In the original plan, the scheme was supposed to 

start in October 2019. But in two meetings held 

by CRT in September 2019, one with 

organisations & interested parties and the other 

with boaters, it became clear that this was not 

going to happen, and the CRT PR machine 

continues to be eerily quiet on the subject even 

now. 

It also became clear that the whole scheme, 

which sought to solve a problem which doesn’t 

exist, had been planned on the back of a fag 

packet. 

While the scheme was going to be assessed after 

2 years before the solid fuel ban was to be 

introduced, the success criteria given by IBC 

spokespeople was nebulous to say the least, 

despite persistent pushing for clarity; whether 

the moorings would be bookable or not had not 

been decided; whether the electricity would be 

charged through the MeterMac system used on 

CRT long term moorings or some other system 

had not been decided; the distance between the 

electricity bollards was still up for discussion; the 

requirement for 32A supply, which an effective 

electrical heating system would need, and the 

safety implications of this had not even been 

thought about.  But in hindsight most of these 

points remained moot as the CRT project 

management team had still not been able to 

agree an extension of the mains electricity supply 

to the towpath. At the time of writing – more 

than 2 months after the scheme was supposed to 

start – this still hasn’t been agreed. 

But these technical matters are a distraction 

from the real crime of the eco moorings: that 

they will exclude a large number of boaters from 

being able to moor here. In the meeting with 

boaters, the IBC project manager came up with 

ideas about how they could help boaters upgrade 

their boats to meet the requirements to moor; 

but all of these ideas were around the technical 

advice they could give on how best to spend 

several thousand pounds. When challenged on 

what they could do to avoid the social exclusion 

of boaters, she just gave a blank stare, as did 

CRT. 

The eco moorings are seriously at risk of 

becoming moorings for single night stays and the 

increasing number of ghost boats, neither of 

which need to run their engines to charge 

batteries or heat water, as well as boaters for 

whom money is not a serious problem and who 

are willing to be nudged into changing their 

boats at huge expense. Despite their 

sheepishness, this is how CRT see the future of 

boating in the capital. Unless we challenge their 

green washing now, gentrification by stealth will 

begin whenever the scheme finally starts.  

The future is green; the future is shiny. 

E is for Eco, F is for Fail 



We are the London branch of the National Bargee Travellers Association (NBTA). The NBTA is an organization 

open to all but run by boaters without  a home mooring. We campaign for the rights of boat dwellers.  Our  monthly 

meetings are on the first Monday of the month at 7pm upstairs at the Star of Kings, York Way, London N1 0AX.           

Everyone welcome! 

as occupying spaces in housing associations and 
council buildings. 

Properties that fell into disrepair were fixed and the 
individual cases were being heard in meetings with 
councils. People's needs were finally being listened 
to.  

Focus E15 gave residents a voice that could 
be heard. 
It is grass-roots campaigns like this that are here to 
encourage governing bodies to hold a productive 
dialogue, the likes of which see the needs of its 
residents met.  

Focus E15 is an example of the importance of 
supporting one another; how actions speak louder 
than words and how vital it is that we as travelling 
boat dwellers keep the pressure on the Canal and 
River Trust and other governing bodies to see the 
canals and rivers transformed into a place that can 
be shared by us.  

You can find out more at: https://focuse15.org/  

In 2012 as boats were kicked out of Bow Back 
Rivers and then East London, so were more half 
of the residents of Carpenters Estate which 
borders part of the Bow Back Rivers.  

In response to their own eviction from the area, 
a group of young mothers formed a housing 
campaign group, Focus E15 Mums. In August 
2013 they occupied an empty council property 
and for two weeks this social centre became a 
hub for hosting discussions, talks and 
workshops.  

It was here that residents and activists were 
given space to talk of the perils of displacement 
and people soon realised that Focus was 
needed. Focus E15 has held weekly stalls and 
through these stalls they have built local 
support for their campaigns. 

Those in attendance at their meetings quickly 
felt the impact of being part of the group. They 
received guidance on housing and eviction 
resistance, and attended demonstrations as well 

Fighting for what is ours 

The Last Word…When in 2019 CRT released their national boat count, they stated that 106 

boats were evicted from their waterways between 2018-2019. However, in both BBC and Telegraph 

articles on the boater family eviction in Wiltshire, CRT claim they removed 'only' 17 boats between 

2018/2019. 

Thinking this all looks a bit fishy, we did a freedom of information request into how many boats CRT has 

really removed. The freedom of information request did indeed reveal 106 boats were removed in 

2018/2019, not 17 boats. Looks like CRT might have  lied to the press! 

Our freedom of information request asked how many boats were removed on other years as well. Since 

CRT was formed in 2012, 626 boats have been evicted from CRT waterways. Of course, this doesn't 

include many more CRT has harassed into a mooring or off the water rather than going to court. 

CRT wants to show that it's a caring charity but the cold hard facts show otherwise.  

McLaren Construction, a multi million pound construction company has been appointed to be 

the main contractor at the development at the Hale Wharf on the River Lea at Tottenham Hale. 

The development is a joint venture of Canal & River Trust and Muse Developments.   

The first phase of the development consists of 249 new ‘residential units’ and will stop people 

mooring on the offside between the permanent moorings and the lock landing. Boaters have 

been using it as causal 14 days mooring there for years. It had the benefit of having a road right 

next to the river. This is another example of a development which pushes boats out of the area 

and CRT helping this regressive step for boat dwellers.  

Hale the taking away of moorings 

Voting for the CRT Council closes on February 14th 2020. NBTA London is supporting boat 

dweller Dave Mendes da Costa, More info here:  https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com               

VOTE DAVE! 


