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CRT L icence Rev iew 
Could Mean Higher Fees 
The Canal and River Trust (CRT) are currently 
undertaking a licence review, which could 
result in significant changes to the licence 
system. Boats without home moorings could 
pay more; licence fees could be determined by 
the width of your boat; and they may remove 
the prompt payment discount. 

Stage two of the CRT licence review was a focus 
group consultation which finished in June. CRT said 
they were using stage two to frame stage three, a 
boater consultation, due in mid-August. However, in 
mid-August CRT stated in their ‘Boaters’ Update’ that 
we would have to wait until late-August, bizarrely 
due to what CRT called 'fantastic feedback'. 

In early September, CRT announced that this boater 
consultation would actually happen in the next few 
weeks. However, in the late September edition of the 
‘Boaters’ Update’ the consultation wasn’t even 
mentioned and neither could any mention of stage 
three be found on the internet. 

Then at last in mid-October, CRT brought out the 
boaters’ consultation. Even though the stage two 
reports show boaters strongly believe that licensing 
fees should not be used to control boaters or to attack 
certain groups of boaters, CRT has clearly ignored this 
in stage three as seen in one of the many biased 
blurbs prior to the questions in the survey. CRT state 
reasons why they would change license fees 
including; ‘managing busy areas of the waterway in 
high demand’ and ‘considerations of the different 
impacts from, and challenges faced by, those with or 
without a home mooring’. The survey then goes on to 
ask whether boats without home moorings, and wider 
boats, should pay more.

If CRT start charging some boaters differently, it will 
set a president for CRT to differentiate between 
groups of boaters. This opens up the possibility for 
CRT to use licensing to force boats without a home 
mooring off the water. 

Despite a clearly biased approach from CRT, we are 
encouraging boaters to fill out the survey which can 
be found here: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
CRT-Licensing-Consultation-2017.  

For an easy to follow guide with suggested answers: 
https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/2017/10/28/
licence-review/ 

BROXBOURNE ACTION! 
Lee Valley Parks authority have put ‘no mooring’ 
up signs near the Crown pub at Broxbourne on 
the River Lee. CRT claim they have every right to 
do this. NBTA believes that LVP shouldn’t be 
allowed to take away moorings. We’re currently 
organising a campaign to protect these moorings. 
Please contact us if you would like to be involved. 
We encourage boaters to continue to use  these 
mooring as 14 day moorings. 

LONDON MAYOR TO CONTROL BOAT 
EMISSIONS 
The London Mayor, Sadiq Khan, is seeking new 
powers to control river and canal emissions. With 
these powers, old boat engines and even diesel 
engines could be banned in London. Khan also 
wants to create ‘zones where the burning of solid 
fuel is not allowed,’ the result of which would see 
solid fuel stoves on boats outlawed. NBTA 
believes that the boater community must fight 
these proposals or see a huge number of boats 
forced out of London. NBTA will meet with the 
Mayor’s office soon to discuss this issue.

mailto:nbtalondon@gmail.com
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CRT-Licensing-Consultation-2017
https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/2017/10/28/licence-review/
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CRT-Licensing-Consultation-2017
https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/2017/10/28/licence-review/


National Bargees Travellers Association  2
https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/  

nbtalondon@gmail.com

Pass the Weed on the Left 
Hand Side 
From around April to October every year, the 
waterways are blighted by vast quantities of 
canal weed. From long stringy bits, to fine 
layers of algae, it can cause all manner of 
problems. Coupled with the copious amount of 
rubbish and navigation throughout the summer 
becomes an arduous task for many boaters.  

Following a recent discussion on Facebook, numerous 
boaters reported having to stop three or four times in 
one short stretch (a ten minute journey in one case) 
just to clear their prop of weed. Others were forced to 
stop overnight as navigation was so slow, or worse, 
their engine overheated as a direct result of the weed 
around the prop. There were even people who had to 
be towed out of areas where the weed was 
treacherous - not by CRT however, who apparently do 
not help in these situations. This is clearly a serious 
problem for many boaters, which has resulted in 
permanent engine damage for some. 

So what are CRT doing to help us 
navigate their waterways? Not much 
sadly. Putting in a weekly complaint 
results in nothing more than the 
usual “we’ll contact the local team”. 
Following another painfully long 
summer of weed hatred, an FOI 
request was put in to CRT regarding 
the activity of their “weed boats”, the 
boats that remove weed and rubbish 
from the canal.   

They own eleven of these boats in the 
London area, nine of which are 
classed as “operational”. However, only seven were 
reported as “active” from January to October this year. 
Active simply means they’ve been used at some point, 
but there doesn’t appear to be any consistency to this 
activity. For example, there are two boats that operate 
around Springfield on the River Lea, an area where 
many people reported serious issues. One of these, 
Wenville, is classed as operational, but wasn’t 
reported as active at all, while the other boat, 
Tarrenchewer, was only in use for six days in a ten 
month period.  For those of us who fell foul of the 
Springfield weed, this usage figure is extremely 
alarming, especially as CRT were well aware of the 
issue. What makes this issue even more frustrating is 
the day the weed boat went up and down the 
Springfield stretch, but without collecting anything!

When asked why these boats were nowhere to be 
found at the height of the weed period, CRT had 
numerous excuses as to why these boats lay dormant, 
with promises of boats on their way, boats that never 
came. Once again we find ourselves in the catch 22 
situation of being hassled to move far enough to 
please CRT’s interpretation of the law, yet finding this 
physically impossible because CRT does not make the 
waterways navigable. 

Helen Brice Reports on IWA AGM 
In an attempt to get a better understanding of the 
IWA’s reasoning behind some of their policies, in 
particular their policy for cruising without a home 
mooring, I renewed membership and attended their 
AGM on 30 September.  

"The agenda included two presentations of “local 
success, grass-roots campaigning”, special awards for 
long-term membership, a report from the Chairman 
and the Treasurer, and a look ahead. Disappointingly, 
there was no time for AOB or general questions, nor 

voting. I learned that each 
representative serves for three 
years as a trustee before having to 
be re-nominated by members,  if 
they wish to stand again. Trustees 
of the Board may serve for up to 12 
years without a break and there is 
no facility in the association’s 
constitution for a referendum of 
members over any issue.  

"IWA Chairman Les Etheridge 
spoke of Thérèse Coffey MP, “the 
most reluctant Waterways Minister 
we’ve ever had”, and reported that 

the Environment Agency are “closing waterways willy 
nilly”. Following a conversation with Paul Strudwick, 
Chair of the London branch, we organised for him to 
attend our November NBTAL meeting, together with 
Alan Wildman Chair of the Residential Boat Owners 
Association, to explain the thinking behind the absurd 
300 miles a year policy the IWA proposes for boaters 
without a home mooring." 

IWA membership is reported to have dropped by 10% 
year on year for the past 10 years. What if the IWA 
stopped pushing their prejudiced policy for boaters 
without a home mooring, and instead saw where 
itinerant boaters could find commonality – like 
campaigning for facilities?
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H u m a n C h a i n E v e n t 
Report 
On Sunday 1 October the NBTAL took an idea from a 
resident boater at Springfield Marina to form a Human 
Chain in solidarity with all towpath users to Reclaim the 
Towpath from Fear. This campaign was in response to 
attacks on towpath users, including cyclists, residents 
and boaters. 

About 130 towpathers including boaters with and 
without home moorings, local residents, cyclists, 
rowers, walkers, local businesses and anglers, 
gathered along the towpath on the River Lea near 
Springfield Park and the Lea Rowing Club. 

The ethos behind this event was two-fold: to make the 
point that we will not be frightened off the towpath or 
the canal/River Lea; and to use the opportunity to join 
with the whole community. 

The Human Chain Event was covered by ITV London 
News that evening, and received 20 minutes airtime 
on London Live the following Thursday, where 
organiser Helen Brice was asked to speak more about 
the ongoing campaign for safety on the towpath. 
Importantly, it was an opportunity to express the 
positivity of itinerant boaters – the positive effect of 
contributing and caring about many aspects of our 
living environment.  

One of the main achievements so far has been making 
direct contact with the Head of the Shomrim – the 
community (Jewish) security team in the area where 
the attacks were happening. Rabbi Herschel Gluck 
OBE attended the Human Chain Event, and talked on 
board the Village Butty afterwards. 

Brice has since had a meeting with him and his Chief 
of the North and East London Division. They have 
agreed to advise boaters on how to form and operate 
a “patrol” similar to their set-up. NBTAL are now in 
the throes of setting up a steering group, which will 
liaise directly with the Shomrim. We are continuing to 
communicate directly with 4 boroughs (Newham, 
Waltham Forest, Hackney and Haringey), which is 
proving challenging. 

London Live have shown an interest in following this 
“story”, which is great for boater publicity in general. 
This event has genuinely brought together all boaters 
and local communities, which we can build on to help 
changes with how we increase safety and awareness 
on the towpath, and more general boater/canal issues.

B o a t e r C h i l d r e n 
Campaign 
Last year, NBTA with other boaters 
campaigned for CRT to allow boat dwellers 
with school age children to travel a smaller 
range in term time and to travel a much 
larger range in the school holidays without 
finding themselves under enforcement.  

As a result, Canal & River Trust (CRT) stated in 
February 2017: “We’re looking at publishing some 
example compliant movement patterns in the next 
few weeks that boaters with school age children 
could look at to help inform their movement 
patterns”. However, after more than a year, CRT still 
hasn’t come up with the specific range or ‘compliant 
movement patterns’ that it thinks is acceptable. 

In response to a Freedom of Information request, 
CRT said, "publishing the draft illustrative cruising 
pattern at this stage is likely to lead to confusion for 
our customers if changes are made to the pattern at 
a later date and it leads to more than one version of 
the pattern being available online. Therefore, we 
are withholding the illustrative cruising pattern at 
this stage.” In September 2017, an inside source 
said that CRT has so far not been able to agree 
internally about which cruising pattern it considers 
acceptable. 

CRT are still expecting boaters with school age 
children to follow the same movement 'guidance' as 
boaters who do not have children, and have 
explicit ly stated in their new 'Equalit ies 
Policy' (published on their website on October 
2017) that the only boaters who can get any 
reductions to their movement are boaters who are 
pregnant, 26 weeks post-pregnancy and disabled. 
The NBTA will continue to fight against the current 
CRT enforcement policy, which we believe is 
unlawful, and we will continue to support and assist 
all boaters who fall foul of that enforcement policy.
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NBTA London Caseworkers  
If you have any problems or concerns, please contact our 

caseworkers to see if we can help:  
07974 298958 or nbta.london.caseworker@gmail.com. 

Next NBTA London Meeting 
We hold a monthly meeting to discuss 
ongoing and new actions. The next one will 
be held on Monday 8th January at 7pm in 
the Studio Room, Star of Kings, 126 York 
Way, London, N1 0AX.   

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
@nbtalondon to get the latest from NBTA(L). 

Rowers and Water 
Sports Zones 
In the last newsletter, we reported on 
CRT’s proposal outlining the removal of 
boats in places where the navigation is 
less than 18 metres wide because Lea 
Rowing Club (LRC) demanded it. We are 
pleased to say that this first proposal is 
now dead in water. However, CRT have 
instead proposed the idea of ‘water 
sports zones’ in their ‘London Mooring 
Strategy’. 

After we did a press release about the first 
proposal, the Hackney Citizen covered the story 
which resulted in Sorwar Ahmed, the Waterway 
Boating Manager for London, publicly 
commenting on the newspaper’s website. In a 
public turnaround, he stated that CRT 
“certainly do not advocate a 60ft channel 
between Old Ford and Tottenham”. 

The NBTA then met with LRC. They are now 
campaigning with us to firstly get the lower 
part of the Lea dredged which would increase 
the navigation channel, and secondly, to 
increase boater facilities further afield. Their 
idea being that more facilities further up the 
Lea will encourage boaters away from the area 
they row in. 

CRT’s ‘new’ concept of ‘water sports zones’ 
looks suspiciously like their original proposal 
rebranded. These ’zones’ that would see parts of 
the towpath labelled as ‘no mooring’ and ‘no 
double mooring’, thus resulting in the eviction 
of boats from areas for rowers. The waterways 
are there to be shared, and having ‘zones’ 
where people cannot moor is not sharing. 
NBTAL will oppose any attempt to get rid of 
boat dwellers, including this ‘new’ proposal.

PLANS FOR MORE RESTRICTIONS 
As part of their ‘London Mooring Strategy’, CRT would 
increase restrictions to even more towpath moorings. It 
includes: business moorings for more ’business 
opportunities’; enforcing no-mooring sections; working 
with property developers; reducing mooring times at 22 
sites;18 new ‘no mooring’ sites; and ’water sport zones'. 
The only positive is the promise of more facilities.                                               
NBTA welcomes more facilities if this proposal does 
indeed see the light of day, but our community must not 
stand for the ever increasing gentrification of the 
waterways. 
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