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The Canal and River Trust (CRT) have 
published their London Mooring Strategy  
(LMS) which it claims will make it easier to 
moor in London. We, the NBTA London, 
dispute CRT’s claims.  

The LMS is a plan on how to clear 
London's waterways of boat dwellers, 
depriving people of their livelihood, 
and to i n s t ead tu rn London ' s 
waterways into a leisure and business 
park. It is the perfect recipe for 
gentrification of our waterways. 

An NBTA London spokesperson said, 
'The LMS is a written strategy of CRT 
showing their plan to cleanse the 
waterways of poorer people, in favour 
of leisure industry and business.’ 

The LMS will result in fewer mooring 
opportunities in Greater London, making life for 
many people impractical or impossible. The CRT 
blueprint contains stretches of ‘no mooring’ areas 
and ‘watersports zones’, as well as public towpath 
turned over to business moorings. The LMS has 
been published not long after they adopted a new, 
corporate logo. 

NBTA London spokesperson again, 'We don't like the 
direction CRT is going. We want the waterways to be 
for everyone, not for businesses to make money out of 
the public asset.’ 

The LMS includes: 
-22 sites of reduced mooring time from 
14 days to 7 days or 48hr or 24hr or 
2hr 
-Increased monitoring and enforcement 
on the reduced mooring time sites 
-Two watersports zones next to two 
rowing clubs. These zones will turn 
towpath into no mooring or no double 
mooring areas. 
-Fo u r m o r e p r e - b o o k a b l e a n d 
chargeable visitor mooring sites on the 
towpath and other publicly used 
moorings. 
-More pre-chargeable trade moorings 
-30 more business moorings 

-More stretches of ‘no mooring’ sites 
- No mooring on the bow back rivers 

The only positive appears to be the promise of more 
facilities. NBTA welcomes more facilities but we will 
not stand for the ever-increasing gentrification of the 
waterways. NBTA London vows to fight the increasing 
gentrification of the waterways and is planning further 
actions to stop CRT in their tracks.

No Mooring 
Gentrification  
in Progress

London Mooring Strategy Seeks To Gentrify 
Waterways 

Let’s bring attention to CRT's efforts to gentrify the waterways!                                            
At the Angel Canal Festival, we will be giving a guided tour of the areas on the towpath where 
CRT aim to unleash their detrimental plans. We will also hold an open air discussion on how to 

stop CRT’s gentrification plans. 

Join us on Sunday 2nd September at 1pm, Colebrooke Row Garden, near to Noel Rd in Angel (London)
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What Is The Future Of 
CRT? 
From the controversy of its new logo, selling its 
Marinas, and its big shake up in management, 
there are a lot of concerns as to where CRT is 
heading and what lies in store for the boating 
community as a whole. Many are confused as to 
where CRT’s responsibilities lie and what a 
Charitable Trust even looks like, in an ever 
more profit driven world. 

By the end of the 2nd World War, the waterways came 
under the control of the Ministry of Transport. This 
was reformed by the British Transport Commission 
and became the British Waterways Board after the 
1962 Transport Act was passed. This turned a 
previously public owned body into a “quasi”, which is 
defined in the Oxford dictionary as ‘seemingly; 
apparently but not really’! This new board was a 
public Corporation and mainly concerned with 
commerce and inland waterway assets. It was an 
‘arm’s length’ institution and owned by the British 
Government, sponsored in 1963 by the Department 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) in 
England and Wales, and by the Scottish Government 
in Scotland. 

By late 1969, early 1970, commerce on the canal 
system had all but ended. Stretches were filled in and 
it looked like we might lose the canals for ever. The 
much hated 1971 BWB Act and consequent 1983 BWB 
Act were brought in to evict traders and live-aboards 
from the water; Section 8 and Section 13 of the 
enforcement process. 

The main body fighting to save the canals back then 
was the IWA and through lobbying and direct actions, 
a small but determined group of bargees and boaters 
managed to save this historic asset for the future. 
Volunteers and enthusiasts reinstated cuts and dug 
links that had been left as rubbish dumps, to make it a 
new viable leisure industry.  

In 2010/2011 the BWB had a revenue of 
£176,500,000 with total assets of £676,900,000 and 
on 2nd July 2012, under the Cameron government, all 
British Waterways’ assets and responsibilities in 
England and Wales were transferred to the newly 
founded CRT.  All assets owned by CRT are considered 
‘protected assets’ , but the actual legalities of charities 
and trusts in fact makes it easier to sell.

All land transferred to CRT in 2012 was ‘to be held 
permanently for the benefit of the public’. 

Regardless of this, CRT have been busy bringing in 
developers to ‘adopt’ CRT land, with big 
corporations buying up water side sites for private 
developments in the future. This has happened at 
Limehouse with a 380m stretch of the Lea on the 
Bow Free Wharf going to ‘Vastint’, the developers’ 
branch of furniture giants IKEA. The Birmingham 
network and the ‘Icknield Port Loop’ saw CRT and 
Birmingham Council working in collaboration to 
secure planning consent on a massive swathe of 
public land. 

BWML marinas are up for grabs too. Established in 
January 2004, BWML operate 19  marinas 
throughout the country, providing over 2500 berths, 
both coastal and inland. BWML, as all commercial 
interests of CRT, have ‘a responsibility to generate 
income to support the running of the waterways’. In 
addition to annual income returned to CRT, BWML 
operates 14 marinas on leases, which in the year 
2014/15 paid CRT around £900,000. As well as 
£290,000 extra in respect of profits generated the 
previous year. 

BWB set the ‘selling off’ trend when in the early 
1970’s they manoeuvred to sell off most of the Lock 
keepers’ cottages. Assets are not always tied to land 
or property and previous to CRT, BWB started 
selling its plant and heavy machinery too. The 
established BWB work force was greatly reduced 
and a lot of ‘outsourcing’ began. This selloff and 
outsourcing accelerated quickly under CRT. With 
most of the plant gone and the average CRT hourly 
rate for the oil spill clean-up coming in at a 
staggering £65.57 per hour, it is safe to say that the 
public always pay more for outsourced labour. It 
seems subcontractors and cronyism is a way of life 
for CRT top management. 

It is very difficult to see how selling these public 
assets and paying nearly three times the price for 
labour makes good business sense. To the more 
cynical amongst us it looks like it has been set up to 
fail; to be asset stripped with a view to privatisation. 
Even those who still believe in CRT must see this as 
terrible mismanagement and a huge waste of funds.  

So this begs the question; how does an institution, 
or our country for that matter, survive by selling 
assets to break even? The very simple economic 
answer is: it can’t. 
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Support Our Work 
We are the London branch of the National Bargee Travellers Association (NBTA). The NBTA is an 

organisation open to all but run by boaters without a home mooring. We campaign for the rights of boat 
dwellers and fundraise to cover basic costs such as awareness raising, printing newsletters and leaflets, 

meetings/events and importantly, helping other boaters. Please help us to continue our work by donating as 
little or as large as you are able/want to. Account number: 23671379 & sort code: 23-05-80.  

Thank you.

Secret Meetings About 
Congestion 
When a boat dweller sent a letter to an MP about 
CRT’s and the EA’s failings over the oil spill on the 
Lea earlier this year, the response they received 
was surprising. To their amazement, the MP’s 
reply included a statement that there had been a 
meeting between London councils, CRT and the 
EA about ‘congestion’ on the waterways in 
London. 

Following further investigation with a Freedom of 
Information request, it was discovered that this 
‘congestion’ meeting had taken place late last year 
and was attended by London councils, CRT, the 
EA, Local Government Association, Port of London 
Authority, Association of Inland Navigation 
Authorities, Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, the Broads Authority, 
DEFRA and other unnamed individuals. 

However, what was discussed and any agreed 
actions from that meeting, have been kept secret 
from the public. This is supposedly because “a 
safe space free from external interference and 
distraction where internal discussions can freely 
take place is paramount to achieving a balanced 
and objective view of the issues”. 

Secret meetings about ‘congestion’ are completely 
unacceptable. The outcome of these meetings 
could have a massive, detrimental impact on our 
community. Thus, the boating community should 
have the right to be involved in these meetings, or 
at least to know what is discussed and agreed. 
The NBTA will continue to fight for our 
community’s involvement in any future meetings.

RIVER LEA POLLUTION ROUNDTABLE 
UPDATE: 26TH JUNE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

COMMITTEE ROOM 17
Sue Hayman, MP and Shadow Secretary of state for 
Environment, called the meeting due to pressure from 
LBC and all co-signatories of the open-letter regarding 
the handling of the oil spill earlier this year. 

Also present: Kate Osamor, MP for Edmonton, Meg 
Hillier, MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch, Lucy 
Chapman, Meg Hillier office, and Gavin Cowlings, 
David Lammy office, MP for Tottenham. Hackney 
Borough Council were represented by Councillor Ian 
Rathbone and Councillor Sharon Patrick.
Campaigners present: Lea Boater Collective; NBTA; 
Lee Rowing club; Swan Sanctuary; Friends of the Earth 
& Ferry Lane Estate Action Group; Thames21; Moo 
Canoes and the Stonebridge Lock Coalition.
Institutions responsible and represented: Environment 
Agency (EA), Canal and River Trust (CRT), Thames 
Water, Lee Valley Regional Park Authority.

CRT’s lack of presentation, and the EA’s date and time 
inaccuracies on their time line, saw both institutions 
underprepared and out of their depth for the level of 
scrutiny they received. The MP’s hard questioning left 
them red-faced and ruffled to say the least as their 
excuses fell flat or were rubbished by the campaigners. 
Thames21 also pulled Thames Water up on licensing 
the sewage works to dump raw sewage in Pymmes 
Brook, which angered the MPs who had no idea that 
this was happening in their constituencies.

The meeting moved on from the oil spill debacle to 
amending the current policy on pollution, litter, bin 
removal, maintenance of the waterways and the 
ongoing problem of Pymmes Brook. CRT and the EA 
were sent away with instructions to work on new 
policies and solutions for ‘A Lower Lea Tactical Plan', 
with a further round table meeting planned for Sept/Oct 
to discuss their progress. This plan will be overseen by 
John Bryden Thames21, and will be scrutinised by all 
co-signatories’ on the LBC open-letter.  

The day after the meeting, a source at CRT London 
told us that there was panicked, heightened activity, 
with reps from the head office visiting London CRT the 
following day for an emergency meeting.

Let’s hope they’ll work on solutions, not just excuses.
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STONEBRIDGE UNLOCKED 
You have probably heard that CRT 
fitted key pads to the showers and 
toilets at the Stonebridge facilities, 
the likes of which were designed 
to keep us vagrants and vandals at 
bay. 

Of course the good news is that, in 
spite of CRT’s best efforts, the 
boaters were not about to let this 
happen. On my most recent visit, I 
walked into the shower facilities 
with great ease; the door had 
been left ajar for everyone. Upon 
entry, I found a newly hung mirror 
on the wall, an assortment of 
clothes hooks, and a broom. Some 
boaters have shown pride in their 
f a c i l i t i e s a n d t a k e n i t o n 
themselves to improve them. 

My gratitude goes out to those 
boaters, whoever you may be, for 
your peaceable and direct action 
has made Stonebridge hospitable 
again, and saved Greater London's 
nostrils from our boater bodily 
odour once more. 

Next NBTA London Meeting 
We hold a monthly meeting to 
discuss ongoing and new actions. 
The next meeting will be held on 
Monday 3rd September at 7pm in 
the Studio Room, Star of Kings, 
126 York Way, London, N1 0AX.   

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
@nbtalondon.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH A WINDOW STICKER! 

CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS.

N  B  T  A 
BOATS ARE HOMES 

NATIONAL BARGEE TRAVELLERS ASSOCIATION

Canal Watch London And OWL 
Join Forces 
Canal Watch London has facilitated a tie-in with Online Watch Link 
(OWL). OWL is a powerful communications system provided by 
Tower Hamlets Neighbourhood Watch for authorised persons, 
including police, to provide secure trusted messaging relating to 
crime prevention, detection and other relevant information. There 
is a suite of other tools which OWL provides that help Watches, 
such as Canal Watch London, to work as a unified tribe to tackle 
crime, including a live incident room for patrolling Canal Watch 
London boaters to contact police should they witness a break-in or 
some other incident whilst on patrol. OWL is a highly secure 
system, which meets Secured By Design criteria and further tested 
annually to meet GCHQ’s highest standard. 

Canal Watch has been set-up on OWL for Tower Hamlets 
Neighbourhood Watch to provide a secure messaging system for 
boaters, both with fixed moorings and without. 

This is something that will be expanded across London and its 
environs, and then nationally. In the initial instance, we are set up 
for registering in the east London hot spot of Tower Hamlets. 
Online registrations are managed and input by one of two approved 
Watch Coordinators, which acts as an additional security measure. 
At the time of writing, these are Jean Goldsmith and NBTA member 
Helen Brice, both from Canal Watch London and both boat dwellers 
without a mooring. They will be able to add new registrant boaters 
who have provided consent to Canal Watch on OWL. They will also 
be able to send messages to Canal Watch members and have access 
to an Incident Diary, which OWL is developing as a tool to map 
incidents and assist police and other agencies to improve crime 
prevention and enforcement. As Watch Coordinators, Jean and 
Helen will have access to support and assistance from Tower 
Hamlets Neighbourhood Watch and other agencies. 

You can register as a boater with or without a home mooring. If you 
do not have a home mooring then you need to use the street 
address provided below (just for registration purposes only). 

To Register online for Tower Hamlets Canal Watch: 
1. Visit www.owl.co.uk/met  
2. Click on “Join A Watch” 
3. Itinerant boaters enter this address: Lock Cottage, Dace Road, 
London E3 2NN, your email, and in the comments box add ‘I wish 
to join Canal Watch’ 
4. Boaters with a home mooring enter full address, email, and in 
the comments box add ‘I wish to join Canal Watch’.
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