
At 7pm on Thursday 06 December 2018 : London Action Resource Centre 

The @NBTALondon invites you to a freshly cooked warm winter meal, with special a 

presentation  from Focus E15, a campaign against social cleansing. 

Tickets are free but please register so we know how many to cook for at this web address:  

http://bit.ly/2IX8e8o 

London Action Resource Centre, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, E1 1ES  

Closest tube stations are: Aldgate East & Whitechapel  

“Make boating in London a great 

experience and improve our 

waterways for the enjoyment of all.” 

That is the vision which CRT says drives 

their latest attempt to manage London’s 

waterways – the London Mooring Strategy 

(LMS). It sounds fantastic – who would be 

against boaters having a great experience 

and everyone enjoying “our” waterways? 

Except that when you look at much of the 

strategy – the water sport zones, the eco 

moorings, the introduction of 7 day, 2 day 

and 2 hour visitor moorings - it is clear that 

the price of this improvement is being laid at 

the feet of itinerant boaters and their access 

to casual towpath moorings.  

Another part of this price is CRT’s drive to 

buy into the “destination” fever which marks 

the gentrification of London’s post-industrial 

landscape with the continued introduction or 

increase of business and trip boat moorings 

at the expense of casual moorings. 

Paddington, Kings Cross, East India Dock 

and the Olympic Park are all locations where 

CRT is intent on encouraging new or further 

business mooring opportunities, their aim 

being increasing both income and the 

number of visitors. Given that CRT implies 

in the strategy that they buy into the London 

is full (or nearly full) myth, presumably these 

visitors will not be boaters and definitely not 

itinerant ones. 
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The Business of Gentrification 
CRT says that up to 35 business moorings will 

be created as the result of the strategy. While 

most of these will be permanent moorings like 

the ones in Paddington, Kings Cross will see 

CRT’s latest idea in reducing the number of 

casual moorings – the pre-bookable “pop up” 

business mooring reserved for itinerant trade 

boats. Presumably these will not be available to 

boaters even when trade boaters are not in 

residence. 

The 35 new business moorings figure CRT 

quotes may sound quite modest, but once they 

are gone it is unlikely they will be coming back 

to casual status any time soon (if at all). Every 

little bite the LMS takes from our ability to 

access casual moorings is a marginal gain in 

gentrifying the waterways of London; and a 

marginal loss for us if we fail to actively oppose 

it. CRT wants to turn the waterways into a 

“destination”; for us the waterways are where 

we live – they are not a destination.   

Inside: The legalities of CRT Terms & Conditions… No mooring at Kensal… NBTAL guerilla 

mooring competition… CRT bureaucrats get worried as NBTAL visits the Angel Festival…  

For the community and rights of boat dwellers 

 

Winter 2018/19 

Paddington: Moor here while you still can. 

The Angel Canal Festival is a popular annual 

event around the area of the Angel Tunnel and 

City Road, attended by both boat owners and 

locals. 

 

Sunday 2nd September NBTA London took A 

Gentrification Tour, a history of the water 

ways and highlighted the impact that the 

London Mooring Strategy would have upon 

the residents of live aboard boaters – the first 

time that such an intervention has been 

staged. 

 

Around 20 of us 

took to the 

towpath, many 

walking the canal 

joined in and 

agreed with great 

enthusiasm that 

Boats are certainly 

Homes!  

 

Those attending the festival enjoyed the tour 

and we had an encouraging discussion with 

the Morris dancers and even the Pearly Queen 

of Angel Islington herself showed her full 

support, expressing her disgust at people 

being priced out of London.  

 

But not all were welcoming. Sorwar Ahmed, 

Boater liaison Manager for London & South 

East Region, and Sam Thomas, Customer 

Operations Manager, seemed somewhat 

perturbed and anxious about our presence; 

and they felt it necessary to hover anxiously. 

Ironically their presence lent weight to the 

tour as they escorted the procession through 

the festival handing out their counter 

argument leaflets in a meek attempt at damage 

limitation. 

 

We felt really touched that they wished to join 

us on our tour and we thank them for 

escorting us throughout the procession – 

albeit the decision to hand out counter 

argument leaflets seemed a little desperate. 

They Don’t Like it Up 'em! 
NBTA London at the Angel Canal Festival 

Stay up to date with our campaigns at: www.nbtalondon.wordpress.com or  

follow us on Twitter  @nbtalondon or contact us at nbtalondon@gmail.com 



The Mysterious Case of Kensal RiseThe Mysterious Case of Kensal RiseThe Mysterious Case of Kensal Rise   

September 2018 saw the removal of eight 

casual moorings on Kensal Rise. These were 

located immediately after the downward 

ramp over the turning point west of 

Sainsbury Supermarket. According to CRT, 

formal complaints of boaters’ anti-social 

behaviour led to an Ombudsman case. This 

resulted in CRT reinstating signage that was 

put up originally some 10 years ago. Over the 

years you may have noticed NO MOORING 

painted into the concrete on the canal side 

edge here. 

 

NBTA London contacted the Waterways 

Ombudsman asking about the thread of 

communication leading to the new signs being 

erected by CRT. The Ombudsman said, “I’m 

an independent person appointed, to consider 

complaints about the Canal & River Trust. I 

was not aware that there were new signs, and 

would not in any case have been involved in 

the decision process. I can only suggest you 

contact the CRT about this matter.” 

 

CRT told NBTA London that, according to old 

BW records, there was the original complaint 

about ASB, as well as a complaint about 

unauthorized mooring on the long-term 

moorings. This in turn led to a further 

complaint that was then upheld by the 

Ombudsman that there should be no mooring. 

At the time of writing, NBTAL are still trying 

to initiate discussions with someone from the 

long term moorings at Kensal Rise. 

 

NTBA will support anyone who wishes 

to moor up on these Kensal Rise 

moorings.  

Parliament. Therefore non-byelaw T&Cs come 

under the British Waterways Act 1995 and on 

that basis, CRT doesn’t have the right to refuse a 

license if a boater breaks T&Cs such as CRT 

signage. 

 

Another way that CRT claims it could enforce 

T&Cs is to charge a fee for staying longer on a 

mooring with restricted times. The first thing is 

that the 1962 Act gave no new power to set 

charges for anything not previously enabled. 

Secondly, it should be noted that in the 1990 bill 

British Waterways (precursor to CRT) asked for 

powers to post such signs governing where and 

for how long one could moor, but these were 

refused. On top of this, if CRT tries to charge, 

because of the outcome of the Ravenscroft Vs 

Canal and River Trust case, CRT cannot recover 

‘outstanding cost’ from boat owners using 

Section 8 of British Waterways Act 1983 (this is 

one of the eviction notices that CRT issues to 

boaters). 

 

CRT doesn’t hold the entire deck of cards. Many 

boat owners moor at places that don’t block the 

navigation but have ‘No Mooring’ signs, and CRT 

have done nothing other than to sometimes send 

an email claiming they shouldn't moor there.' 

 

Moor away! 

 

*British Waterways Act 1995, Section 17: http://

www.legislation.gov.uk/ukla/1995/1/section/17/enacted  

Sometimes the Canal and River Trust will say 

that boaters need to follow CRT’s Terms and 

Conditions, such as following their ‘no mooring’ 

signs however, do they really have the legal right 

to enact and enforce their 

Terms and Conditions? There are no court 

judgements to say if CRT can or can’t enforce or 

enact their T&Cs. CRT doesn’t use breaking 

T&Cs as a main argument in court; therefore 

there is no case law to say one way or another. 

However, there are legal opinions. 

 

CRT’s legal opinion goes like this; under the 

Transport Act 1962, section 43, the board (CRT) 

can set T&Cs for use of their facilities. CRT 

claims that because they can set the T&Cs they 

can make boat licences subject to conditions over 

and above those listed in Acts and Byelaws. 

CRT’s services and facilities include ‘the use of 

any inland waterway owned or managed by them 

by any ship or boat’ as well as actual facilities 

such as taps and rubbish points etc. 

 

However, the opposing opinion is that sure; CRT 

can set T&Cs for facilities that they can charge 

for, however, there are enforceable T&C’s, and 

non-enforceable conditions. The T&Cs include 

many of the General Canal Byelaws 1965-1976, 

which are indeed enforceable – but only via 

prosecution through the Magistrates Court. But 

not all T&Cs are byelaws such as following CRT 

signs, unless it is a sign prohibiting mooring to 

lock structures, or in places which would be an 

obstruction as per byelaws above. 

 

CRT claims that they can refuse boat licenses if a 

boat owner breaks its T&Cs are contrary to law. 

The British Waterways Act 1995 Section 17* says 

that the board (CRT) can only refuse a licence if a 

boat doesn’t comply to three conditions: having a 

boat safety, third party insurance and is used for 

navigation or has a home mooring. Any T&Cs 

which are not byelaws are subordinate to Acts of 

Boating on OUR terms 

Moor Away!  

Competition—Win booty! 

Come pirates, scallywags, reprobates, and rapscallions; come boaters who wish 

to stop CRT in their goal of making more and more areas in which we can’t moor! 

NBTA London has a competition for you... 

We are holding a picture contest of one’s own vessel at the most daring of CRT 

moorings. The mooring place must be one of the following; a ‘no mooring’ sign; 

overstay on restricted mooring spot; business mooring; or anywhere it challenges 

CRT’s actions of turning the waterways into a corporate enterprise. 

 

The prize for the most outlandish mooring will receive a chest of booty at this 

year’s NBTA London Winter Warmer on Thursday 06 Dec (details on the back). 
 

*Please note any pictures of boats on facility points, lock landings or of blocking navigation will 

not be accepted and will not be entered into the competition. 

We are the London branch of the National Bargee Travellers Association (NBTA). We 

campaign for the rights of boat dwellers. Anyone can join but it is run by boaters without 

a home mooring. Our monthly meetings are on the 1st Monday of the month (2nd Mon if 

the 1st is a Bank Holiday) at 7pm, Studio Room,  Star of Kings, York Way, London N1 0AX. 


