
with the itinerant boating community. And CRT 
are all too willing to play along. 

These new rules mean that boaters who wish to 
moor there will have to rely either purely on 
electricity or a combination of electricity and gas 
for their energy and heating needs. When 
looking for quotes to install even a very basic 
electrical heating system, we were quoted a 
minimum of £1000. Such a system would be 
redundant of course when away from a mains 
hook up. All the engineers we asked said it was 
the worst way to heat a boat, not eco and totally 
impractical. 

The gas alternative is no better; apart again from 
the expense of installing a new heating system, 
heating by gas is expensive compared with solid 
fuel and the logistics of managing it with only a 
single 13kg gas bottle, which could last for as 
little as 2 days, is extremely challenging.  

In the current climate emergency feeding frenzy, 
schemes such as this look great. But when you 
look more closely what you see is a combination 
of greenwashing and economic social cleansing. 
The fear is that this is just the start… 

https://nbtalondon.wordpress.com/                        nbtalondon@gmail.com 

In October CRT’s new “eco mooring” zones in 
Islington will go live. Despite admitting that 
the impact of boaters on emissions is 
“minimal”, CRT has seen it fit to get into bed 
with Islington Council and DEFRA to make life 
for itinerant boaters harder, while of course 
claiming it will be better. 

Currently the stretch east of the Islington 
tunnel up to Danbury Street is designated a 
“quiet” zone with a set of rules aimed to 
appease a small number of anti-boater 
residents who somehow didn’t notice the canal 
when they moved there. These rules include a 
ban on burning non - smokeless fuels such as 
wood and a limit on engine/gennie running.  

Egged on by Islington’s Labour council and 
with central government funding, the new eco 
moorings will see an extension of this zone 
both in terms of area – the zone will now 
stretch west of the tunnel to York Way -  and 
the draconian restrictions which will severely 
limit the type of boater who will be able to 
moor there.  In particular there will be a ban 
on all engine and gennie running and use of a 
stove; even smokeless fuel will be verboten.  

At an NBTAL meeting to discuss the new 
zones, Councillor Paul Convery, who delights 
in his anti boater credentials whenever he can 
– he doesn’t think our children should be 
entitled to school places in his borough - after 
much squirming confirmed that this ban would 
not apply to any of the multi million pound 
houses bordering the Regent’s Canal in 
Islington.  

This question, and Convery’s reluctance to 
answer it, points to it not being about clean air 
and Eco Zones, but more about a handful of 
residents who don’t like sharing their borough 
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The waterways have been changing but not 
always for the best; more places are having 
'no mooring' or reduced mooring time signs 
slapped on them. There has been an ever 
increasing nibbling away of mooring spaces. 

Yet CRT has more plans for mooring 
restrictions, more 'no mooring' signs, more 
business moorings and the ever pushing flow 
for waterways to be a place for profit not 
people. 

We as people who live on the waterways 
shouldn't let places where we can moor be 
whittled away by wave after wave of towpath 
grabs. We must act together as a barrier to 
stop the waterways changing into nothing 
more than a business park for profiteers. 

Therefore, we in the NBTA London, as part 
of the 10 year anniversary of the NBTA, are 
organising two events which will have our 
message heard by both the public and at 
CRT's London HQ. 

We will be bringing our boats to 
Paddington, a place which has seen years of 
towpath being given to big businesses such 
as  multi-billion tax avoiding  'British 
Land'. On Friday 24th of May we will meet 
at 1pm for music and a rally and then 
march to CRT offices in Little Venice for 
CRT to hear us, handing out leaflets to the 
public as we go. 

Then on Saturday 25th starting at 12 noon 
we shall be holding our Paddington Party 
and Rally which will include activities for 
children as well. We shall attach banners to 
our boats and form a  flotilla, letting the 
press and public know that boats are homes 
and we will not let the waterways be taken. 
 
Come along, bring your boat if you can.  
 

All are welcome to join in! 
 
Check out our Facebook events and 
let us know you’re coming: 
 
Friday: https://bit.ly/2TYXjzy  
 
Saturday: https://bit.ly/2S8jWQp 

Join the Paddington Party 

Help us celebrate 10 years of the NBTA 

What next? Wheel clamps for boats? 

In Reading on the Thames, boat dwellers have been served court papers by car park-style 

mooring enforcement company ‘District Enforcement’. They gave boat dwellers only three days 

notice to go to court. NBTA rallied round to give legal support and were able persuade the 

judges to reschedule the court dates to give more time to put a case. 

NBTA, also with local live aboards, organised an emergency meeting for boat dwellers in the 

area for legal support and action planning. At short notice and just before Christmas, the 

meeting was well attended. More meetings are planned. If you wish to be involved in a 

campaign to stop the use of car park-style enforcement companies to impose draconian 

mooring restrictions, email secretariat@bargee-traveller.org.uk. 

Say no! to businesses 

taking our moorings 

Prepare to be marginalised! The wrong kind of boats west 

of the Islington Tunnel. 



Like most things CRT do, when they want to screw boaters over they tell us that it is us who are 
requesting the change. So it was when 2 years ago CRT announced it was to start a three stage 
consultation on the future of boat licensing. CRT claimed that boaters thought that the 20 year old 
licensing system was unfair and overly complicated. An FOI request showed that no such 
complaints had been made. The consultation would lead to a simpler, fairer licensing regime which 
would be cost neutral.  Predictably CRT has failed to deliver on the first two of these and for some 
reason they no longer mention the third. 

Stage one consisted of telephone conversations with 14 boating organisations. This was an 
opportunity for the likes of the Residential Boat Owners Association (RBOA) and the Inland 
Waterways Association (IWA)(not a boating organization) to air their whacky ideas in a forum 
which gave them credibility; microchips in your licence disc anyone? 

The second stage was a series of public focus groups in which “around 80 boaters discussed the 
issues in small representative groups with an independent facilitator.” Yes you read that right: 80 
boaters. Interestingly, there was no consensus that the previous system was broken, but there was 
consensus that the new system should not set boaters against each other while apparently 
accepting that wide beams should pay more, and that congestion in urban areas was a problem for 
navigation, mooring and “safety”. 

Finally there was a boater survey based on what CRT claimed came out of the first 2 stages.  The 
results of this third stage make for some sobering reading and reflect the falsehood of both the 
homogenous boater community and the democratic nature of this consultation:  58% of 
respondents rated a length x beam fee system as “fair”, while 61% thought  mooring status being a 
factor on the fee (ie boaters without home mooring should pay more) as a “fair” proposal, hardly 
surprising when you consider that itinerant boaters are in the minority compared with marina 
bound leisure boaters. 

CRT’s previous licensing system couldn’t have been much simpler. You looked up the length of 
your boat on a chart and it told you how much your licence was. The only differentiation was if you 
required a standard canal (and river) licence, or a rivers only licence.  If you paid in a lump sum on 
or before the renewal date you got a 10% discount. There were also discounts available for 
historical and unpowered craft. 

CRT’s answer to this “overly complicated system” is to add more differentiation, with wide beams 
paying between 10% and 20% more than narrowboats. Furthermore, the prompt payment discount 
will be reduced from 10% to 2.5%; it will now be available to boaters paying their licence by 
monthly direct debit , which seems to be the only potential reduction in what some boaters pay in a 
list of proposals which will increase what many pay. 

The introduction of the wide beam surcharge, to be phased in from April 2020, comes from the 
misguided belief of some boaters and organisations (hello IWA!) that the increase in the number of 
wide beams is a scourge on the system;  in their fantasy world wide beams  cause intolerable delays 
in tunnels and waste water in locks, and are a burden on CRT’s finances; as such it is “unfair” that 
they should pay the same as a narrowboat of the same length. That they are unable to cruise large 
parts of the connected system because it is narrow doesn’t come into their concept of fairness. 

It is wide beam owners who will bear the brunt of the new licensing system for the moment, but 
CRT has reserved the right to examine the possibilities of acting on another of the petty, divisive 
ideas to find credence in the consultation:  congestion charging the metropolitan canals. 

The new licensing regime has patently failed in its stated aims. It is more complex, not simpler; it 
is more unfair, not fairer; and CRT are no longer claiming cost neutrality. 

The NBTA is opposed to any change in the licensing system which adds to the 
financial burden on any boater beyond an increase in line with inflation. 

Another fine mess 

 

We are the London branch of the National 

Bargee Travellers Association (NBTA). 

The NBTA is an organization open to all but 

run by boaters without  a home mooring. We 

campaign for the rights of boat dwellers. We 

hold a monthly meeting on the first Monday 

of the month at 7pm in the Studio Room, 

Upstairs at the Star of Kings, York Way, 

London N1 0AX 

Our next meetings will be on: 

April 1st - stopping  the Canal & River Trust 

turning our towpath into business moorings. 

May 3rd—organizing for the Paddington 

Party. 

WANTED:  

London’s best River Rebels! 

 
What's the most daring and bold spot you've 
moored? Let's challenge that our waters are 
being increasingly taken away, restricted and 
sold off by CRT  
 
NBTA London are daring you with a picture 
contest to claim the most outrageous mooring 
spot, be that because of unfair restrictions, on a 
business mooring or finding your own bit of 
unused land to tie up your vessel. 
 
Your reward will be a prize of a chest of booty at 
NBTA London’s annual Winter Warmer in 
December 2019 
 
Just note that hogging water points, blocking 
the navigation for your fellow pirates or 
stopping on lock landings won't be considered. 
Don't be that guy, nobody likes that guy. Good 
luck and show us your buccaneer skills! 
Send your entries by 1st December to: 
nbtalondon@gmail.com 

Another Winter Warmer Success 

Thank you to all who 

joined us for our 

Winter Warmer, 

including guest 

speaker Tanya from 

Southwark Defend 

Council Housing. The 

evening hosted discussion and playful 

passing of banter to recognise the real issues 

facing people today who wish to continue 

living in the city.  

We tackled the hilarious yet disastrous trials 

of private renting, the uncertainty of 

squatting and the lack of truly social housing. 

Boating has become a welcome escape from 

the housing crisis; a stable home, a quirky 

alternative, and an invaluable safety net and 

support network for many of us.  

We host the Winter Warmer in celebration of 

this, whilst also taking a mindful glance at 

the realities we face together so as to move 

forward 

with a 

strategy that 

defends our 

freedoms. It 

can seem a 

somewhat 

daunting 

discussion, but made all the more 

worthwhile when Mr Brice serves up 

delectable dinner time delights and mulled 

cider. Once our bellies were filled, discussion 

made way for music, mirth and merriment.  

SEE YOU ALL NEXT TIME! 


